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Kaiser told him at Potsdam that now he had sent out his best ambassador and his best admiral, surely the pair of them would come to some conclusion, and had asked him what he was aiming at; whereupon Heyking had replied, "At Amoy." I asked the Ambassador, " How could you mention a place which you don't know? " and he answered, " But I could not leave his Majesty without a positive answer."
Thereupon we agreed not to make for any definite place without inner conviction, and I wrote down the points upon which we were agreed. Each of us was to examine the different localities with his apparatus, and we were to come to a mutual decision after I had had my ships overhauled in the Hong-Kong dockyard in December (this dock had always to be booked nine months ahead), in order to be ready to take possession. I then proceeded to investigate Tsingtao, and thence went to Vladivostock to let my crews recuperate in the north. Here I met an old friend from Fiume, the Finn Virenius, who was commander of the Russian flagship. Whenever I met him he always took me to lonely places, which my German mind did not at first understand; but once, when Admiral Alexiev, who was afterwards Governor-General of Manchuria, was visiting me and I happened to treat Virenius as a friend, the Admiral asked in a strange tone, "What, old friends!" whereupon Virenius turned pale and from that moment he ostensibly kept away from me. So Alexiev distrusted his own flag-captain! On another occasion I had invited the international society